President’s Corner

April 2006
by Andy Carpel

acarpel@aol.com

Shalom all!  Sorry there was no column last month, but I did send every member an important letter, so at least we stayed in touch.  Now the news…  

We will be leasing our 2nd Street Shul on Sunday mornings to Bet Midrash, a Jewish Sunday School not affiliated with Beth Sholom.  The Boards of Education and Trustees looked closely at all aspects of this proposal.  Many points were discussed, both pro and con.  It boiled down to Bet Midrash’s purpose, which is to educate Jewish children.  We all like that mission, so we accepted their proposal.  They will begin using our building in September.  

Next year’s proposed budget was accepted. There will be lots of cost cutting and belt tightening.  We still won’t be breaking even. We may have to step up fundraising, but Andy Rosenfeld’s committee has vowed to do it in creative, non-intrusive ways.   

A word here about fundraising….  When I was growing up, my shul in Washington, DC had some ways of raising money that offended even eleven-year-old me.  Trustees of the shul circulated through the daveners on Yom Kippur and Rosh Hashanah taking pledges and then announcing them on an un-kosher sound system.  They also left cards and advertisements in the prayer books for members to take home and fill out.  They called my dad at night telling him who gave what and pleading with him for contributions.  To their credit, they collected “beaucoup bucks.”  But my Hebrew School buddies and I thought it was tacky.  Since growing up, I have learned that this process of fundraising is very common among North American synagogues.  As you all know, that is not how we do things at Beth Sholom.  In fact, it’s one the most refreshing things about our shul.  For one thing, Rabbi Kosman won’t let us do it.   Like the kids in my cheder days, he thinks it’s tacky.  But I’ll wager you members don’t like it either.  I must admit, it is one the reasons I joined Beth Sholom twenty-five years ago. 

The design for an alternative service is still taking place.  Both the Religious Affairs Committee and the Survey Committee have changed leadership.  Although the Rabbi thinks it is unnecessary, the Board still wants it.  We will offer an alternative service.  Stay tuned. 

We will be growing a new “Tree of Life.” Sid Kandel has shown me the design and it is beautiful.  It is different from the first one, but in the same style.  It’s organic, flowing and unique.  I have seen others.  This one is better.  You will love it.  Indeed, a work of art that will more than pay for itself. 

The final “Coffee Klatch” (parlor meeting) will take place at 7 p.m. on April 9 at the home of Mark and Beate Frankel. If you want to attend, please call the office to RSVP.  Those who attend get to tell facilitating Board members their opinions and concerns about our shul.  It is a great way to find out what people are really thinking.  Now the challenge is to act on the information we gather.  
The last forty minutes of our Board of Trustees meeting was consumed by the Assistant Rabbi’s campaign for contract renewal.  A week earlier, each Board member had received a letter from Rabbi Wiesenberg asking to make amends and renew his contract.  Five members gave their opinions - in essence, emphatically rejecting his request.  The day before, Gene Laffer had submitted a petition to hold a meeting to discuss this issue.  Without verification, the petition seemed to have enough names to call a meeting.  We spent the rest of the meeting laying the ground rules for that meeting. 

As most of you are aware, I sent out letter to all shul members on behalf of the Board, outlining our view of how this unfortunate episode with the Assistant Rabbi unfolded.   Since reading that letter, some members have asked to have their names removed from the petition.  Others were disqualified for other reasons, such as being in arrears, and had to be removed from the list.  These were certainly honest mistakes, but nonetheless affecting the final count.  Because of a notification clause in the bylaws, there were not enough signatures on the petition to legally call for a meeting on March 30.  Therefore there will be NO congregational meeting on March 30.  None of this keeps this issue from being discussed in subsequent meetings. We have our regular BOT meeting coming up on April 6 and the annual congregational meeting on May 11.  To be fair, the Board will entertain Beth Sholom members who have new information to share on the subject of contract renewal for Rabbi Wiesenberg.     
Andy Carpel, President     

