The President's Corner

April 2008

by Andy Carpel 

acarpel@aol.com
Shalom all.  Please note the change of date for the big Congregational Meeting.  It will be Thursday, May 15.  Reschedule all prior commitments and be at the Community Center at 7:30 p.m. on May 15.  I take full responsibility for this change.
I have another announcement.  Gayle Bromberg has stepped forth and volunteered to run for President of Beth Sholom.  Gayle has been a member of the shul for a generation and most recently is chairing our Cultural Enhancement Committee. I have attended many Beth Sholom Board of Education and Board of Trustees meetings with her and have always been impressed with her focus and problem-solving skills.  She’ll make a great President. I was going to retire to the Carpel Compound near Camp David, but for the sake of continuity I will be running for an at-large Board seat.  Truth be told, I don’t really have a compound.  It’s more like a tract house... and the bank actually owns it.  But I digress…

    March’s Board of Trustees meeting was business as usual. Our Treasurer Marty Standel’s report was sobering.  Deficits were noted in the General Fund, Bingo and the Building Fund.  Our religious school is the only department holding its own.  We talked about all the possible ways to bring in more money…extra bingos, sliding scale dues, attracting more members, and creative fundraisers. 

     The fastest, easiest, and most painless way to increase funds is have more help at our twice-weekly bingos. This was driven home by one of our March Shoresh bingos.   For some reason Shoresh had many more workers than usual a few weeks ago.  Most workers stayed all night.  Even the Baltimore contingent remained.  They raised about 30% more than usual.  The extra workers circulate the room and sell our one dollar tips to players while they are seated. Since it is so convenient, the players buy many more tips than usual. That’s how more workers help raise more money.  So simple yet so profound, grasshopper.  But really a  profound difference in the amount of money raised.  Bingo captain Sid Kandel claims that one shul member working one night of Bingo is equivalent to donating $600 dollars to Beth Sholom.  I know this to be true, but don’t try to deduct it.  I found that out the hard way.    

Under the technical advice of Rabbi Singer of Baltimore, the Audio Video Group of Frederick is adding six speakers to the ceiling and built in microphones to our Community Center sanctuary for a permanent public address system.  It will sound great and you will love it!

Sisterhood is very excited about their part in the Yom Hashoah program scheduled for May 9.  Remember, our speaker will be a Jewish American soldier who participated in the final campaigns of WWII helping to libererate concentration camps in Eastern Europe.  Sisterhood will be preparing recipes from some of those camp survivors.  The story goes that the innocent inmates of these horrible prisons created elaborate recipes in their imaginations to fend off their hopeless reality.  The recipes became an obsession for some and were memorized and recorded.  After liberation many of those recipes were eventually prepared, sampled, and have recently been compiled into a cookbook.  Our Beth Sholom Sisterhood will display each dish with its story at our May 9th  Holocaust Memorial Service. 

We need a volunteer wiling to take on the job of…Social Director…kind of like perky Lauren Tuttle on TV’s old Love Boat show.  The Board feels that it’s missing the boat, so to speak, on the many opportunities for us Beth Sholom-ers to socialize around hobbies such as golfing, painting, shopping, traveling, dining, biking, etc.  It will take a special person with tireless good humor and an entertaining spirit.  Our shul is the obvious crossroads for Frederick’s Jews to get together, but we should be breaking up in smaller groups to pursue some common interests as friends.  If you are that person, or you know someone, please help make it happen.  

Shoshanna Campbell has been diving into our shul Library of late.  She is attempting to organize books for perusing by parents waiting for their kids to finish Hebrew School.  She has many great ideas and has been named Chairman of the Library Committee.  I sure hope somebody told her.  Pamm Shankman has agreed to design a brochure illustrating the benefits of estate giving, bequeathals, and endowments to organizations such as Beth Sholom.  On another note, our lucky synagogue has received a $5000 grant from the Charles Crane Family Foundation to further adult education.  Look for more lectures here by famed Rabbi Frand of Baltimore. 

And finally, our Nominating Committee is preparing a list of candidates to run for our esteemed Board of Trustees.  This year there are more volunteers than there will be seats to fill.  Very unusual.  Each candidate, of course, has an opinion on what Beth Sholom is all about.  You should vote for the volunteer/candidates whose opinions about key issues most closely reflect yours. That’s why I keep “hockin’" you for at least one person from your family to attend the Congregational Meeting on May 15.  See you there.

Shalom, Andy 

