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     “Summertime and the livin’ is easy.”  Hard to believe a Jewish man wrote that 71 years ago and put it in a Broadway show.  When Ira Gershwin wrote the lyrics for Porgy and Bess it was clear he wasn’t sitting on the Board of Trustees of Beth Sholom.  It’s hard to get into the groove of serious planning when the weather is so hot and sunny.  School is out, but the Board of Education is arm wrestling with the future of our religious school.  Their publicized strategy is ambitious and well worth perusing.  I’m just glad they are willing to work so hard during daylight savings time.

     “I got plenty o’ nuttin’” is also a hit from that same show.  That’s the song our treasurer sings as well.  Our members usually pay dues, memorials, etc. around the High Holidays.  Therefore, the time right before Rosh Hoshanah is when our funds are a little scarce.  I don’t worry so much because I know the floodgates will open with the blowing of the shofar.  Meanwhile, bingo is a great way to get ready cash and the players see it as summertime recreation.  If anything, we need more workers in July and August to accommodate energetic Bingo-sians.   Still, for the time being… “We got plenty o’ nuttin’!”  

    “It ain’t necessarily so.”  Yes, I know.  This song blasphemes the Bible, but remember, it was sung by the villain to mislead our leading lady, Bess.   So essentially old Ira Gershwin was saying, “it is necessarily so!”  The things that you’re liable to read in the Bible are necessarily so.  Nice save, huh?  This is what goes through my mind when most anyone tells me something (it ain’t necessarily so).  Doesn’t mean I don’t like or respect them.  I’m just skeptical.   I think it’s a Jewish thing.  My parents and grandparents were always skeptical of everything.  I couldn’t go to the bathroom without an inquisition.  What’s the truth?  Our big concern at this month’s meeting is membership.  Is it stagnating or diminishing?  If so, why?  We have a few well-regarded members who feel we are in trouble.  We have other respected members who disagree.  Plus the Rabbis and staff have informed perspectives.  It’s hard to know who is right.  “I believe everyone, and I believe no one,” is what my Dad used to say.  Unfortunately, poor Dad passed away before he could explain that little gem to me.  
     “Bess, you is my woman, now.”  So how does this stirring song of love, triumph and devotion fit into synagogue business?  Bear with me…it’s a stretch…. “Andy Rosenfeld, you is our Fund Raising Chairman now!”    Remember several months ago in this column when I begged for someone to take on this task?  The silence was deafening.  Andy is handling this task like an organized businessperson.  He is tackling the Ad Book for the special 10th anniversary Gala this fall.  Rabbi says it will be a “gold mine.”   I would normally say, “it ain’t necessarily so.”    However, I had to eat a lot of crow after Rabbi’s art auction, and crow ain’t kosher.
    Please forgive my attempt at being cute.  But to me, Beth Sholom is kind of like a great American operetta which unfolds every morning when the synagogue doors are opened.   

Shalom, Andy
