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    Shalom everyone!  Much is happening as we prepare for the new school year and the high holidays.  The big news is the resignation of our Education Director, Chaya Schneider.  Her husband is pursuing an important job opportunity in another state.  Chaya brought her own spirit and creativity to our Religious School.  She was a real asset and we will miss her.  Pauline Horn, our Executive Director, worked closely with Chaya and will assume her duties as classes begin next month.  

   Our new second VP will be Andy Rosenfeld.  Andy has given an enthusiastic new spark to our fundraising efforts. He is planning a professional art auction on November 3rd.  This auction will not only be for Beth Sholom-ers, but for the whole community, too.   I recall Beth Sholom staged one twenty five years ago, as well as more recently.  I was drafted to walk paintings around while the audience placed bids.  Even if the people weren’t looking at me, I still relished all the attention.  It was lots of fun, full of bargains on wonderful original art.  I can’t wait til this year’s event.  

   We now have an ad hoc Endowment Program Committee that is currently forming.  The U.S. Government has allowed for tax shelters that encourage charitable giving in one’s estate.  Today it is possible to specify donations to your favorite charities that can offset tax exposure to your surviving heirs.  Beth Sholom is exploring these benefits and informing our members.   Get me the phone number of Bill and Melinda Gates!  

   Beth Sholom now has job openings our Ad Book sales staff.  These ads will literally sell themselves.  The books with the ads will be distributed at this year’s gala.  What group has a better demographic?  Our salespeople will be asked to call  merchants around town… from Chinese restaurants to dry cleaners. What better way for them to reach people who spend money? You’ll be doing these businesses a favor.  The pay for these jobs is plenty of mazel and the eternal gratitude of our beloved shul.   

    Ever wonder why we volunteer to be on the Board of Trustees?   In my case it’s because Rabbi asked me.  It’s hard to say no to him.  Somehow when he asks you to do something there is suddenly no place to hide. I know Don Lachman feels the same way.  He cooks eggs every Thursday morning for the minyan because the Rabbi asked him.  I’m not sure he enjoys cooking either. He just couldn’t say “no.”  I’ll bet the other Board members will say the same thing.  In fact I’ll bet half the people reading this have helped the shul in one way or another because Rabbi asked.  He mostly asks you to come to services or work Bingo.  To him both rank equal in piety.  Whether you work the kitchen or dedicate pages in Pirke Avos, Rabbi is happy. Host an evening class,  join the writer’s club or the investment club, it’s all the same.  If you donate, volunteer or join, then Rabbi is happy.  It brings you closer to Judaism.  Whatever your reason, getting closer to Judaism is a great thing.  May we all make him happy.

Shalom, Andy

