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It's a little bit daunting becoming President of Beth Sholom, and I still can't get used to people who used to call me by name suddenly calling me "Madame President".  I'm working hard at learning many things about the Congregation and the Board -- the bylaws, what does work, and what doesn't.  I've met with Rabbi, many of the committees and officers of the Board, and I am so grateful for everyone's outpouring of advice, support, and willingness to give generously of their time and effort for the Congregation.  

 

I'm excited about the high level of energy and enthusiasm in the Congregation for new programs, community-building, new learning opportunities, and increased avenues for participation.  Starting at the beginning of the school year, a number of new programs will kick off.  A Beth Sholom Community Picnic will be held the first day of Sunday School, and will be a great place to meet new people, catch up with old friends and acquaintances, hear what's going on in the Synagogue, and chat with Rabbi Kosman, your children's teachers or members of the Board.  I hope to see everyone there.

A Family Shabbat Morning Service will be held once a month under the capable leadership of  Pauline Horn and facilitated by Stephanie Paffrath.  In addition, female congregants will be invited to participate in a quarterly Rosh Chodesh (new month) Shabbat Morning Women's Minyon.
Entire families will be invited periodically for a Saturday morning Aliyah (being called to the Torah).  It is traditional to have an Aliyah if you are in mourning, or to commemorate a Yahrzeit, birthday, anniversary, etc.  Please call the Synagogue office if you would like to be on the Aliyah list.  Also call the office if you want to be called for minyons in general (weekday mornings or evenings, usually requested by people in mourning or commemorating a Yahrzeit) or if you'd like to be scheduled to give a short D'var Torah on a Saturday morning.

Fred Berney is re-starting a Men's Club and has lots of ideas for activities.  Amy Gross has agreed to chair the newly combined G'Mach and Chesed Committees to coordinate more responsiveness to Congregant's needs in times of celebration of marriages and new babies as well as sickness, financial crises, and mourning.  The Jewish Book Club and Israeli Film Series are open to everyone and are continuing, under the leadership of Carolyn Snyder and Helit Rose, respectively.  Norma Kelsey and the Cultural Enrichment Committee are planning two spring Ellis Island/New York bus trips—one for teens of high school age, and one for families with students who maintain good attendance in religious school and Shabbat services. 

 

At the annual meeting, there were intense, strongly expressed feelings, and a large turnout of congregants who care passionately about Beth Sholom. Everyone wants continuity of the Congregation, and of course that means we must continually re-energize to provide services for our congregants and to seek and welcome new members.  We are working on this with the wonderful team of Susan Dwyer and Michael Rose at the helm of the Membership Committee.  The Board is also working on creating a plan for finding another rabbi as Rabbi Kosman moves towards becoming our Rabbi Emeritus.  We are deliberating and getting information about how to do this in a way that allows for input from congregants, keeps congregants informed of the process, takes into account our Congregational identity and the diversity within our Synagogue community, and is respectful to everyone involved.  Over this next year, we will be inviting  student rabbis to serve as Shabbat Scholars  or leaders of services periodically, just to have some experience with other rabbis and further our thinking about who will be a good fit for us. We will keep you notified of when rabbinic students are coming, so that you may meet and interact with them.  Since there are a lot of strong feelings about this, we are trying to work out a process that will allow us to have constructive and open discussions while still working together with mutual respect, cooperation, and harmony toward our common goal. 

I want to thank everyone who has been so supportive as I am learning about my new responsibilities, especially Rabbi Kosman, Andy Carpel and other past presidents who have been so generous in offering advice and support.  I would also like to thank Committee chairs and members—those who are continuing, and those who have agreed to step up:  
• Amy Gross, who has agreed to preside over the newly merged and energized G’mach/Chesed Committee
• Garry Cohen, who has agreed to chair the Budget and Finance Committee
• Susan Dwyer and Michael Rose, who are jointly chairing the Membership Committee and providing a great deal of positive energy to the Congregation, both under the auspices of that committee and in other areas, such as  G’mach/Chesed and Cultural Enrichment 
• the four leaders of the Religious Affairs Committee—Conrad Adelman, Richard Haber, Morrie Kelsey, and Andy Rosenfeld—who keep everything working as far as religious services and minyons go, and who have been willing to take on some new initiatives to include more congregants in our services

• Ilene Liszka, who agreed to take on Public Relations
• Norma Kelsey, who has been willing to chair the Cultural Enrichment Committee and to contribute her own musical talent, in combination with other talented congregants, to create some delightful musical events for the Congregation

• Carolyn Snyder and Helit Rose, who are taking leadership in the Book Club and Israeli Film series, respectively

• Fred Berney, who is taking the initiative to re-start a Men's Club and to plan a number of activities for the Congregation

• Naomi Lazerow, who has retired after many years as the wonderful director of our pre-school, and continues to be a devoted supporter of our Congregation in many ways; and

• Sharon Edelstein, who capably and clear-headedly continues to preside over the Education Committee despite her numerous other commitments. 

 

