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Last Board of Trustees meeting was very exciting. No joke.  We had many guests who came to support a request for an alternative service that will include women in a more meaningful way.  This was a proposal spearheaded by Marty Erlichman, who has been talking about it for many years.  For those of you who may not know him, he hosts our Gala every year and looks swell in his tuxedo.  Marty read an eloquent written statement.  Then many of the guests respectfully spoke their piece about the benefits of holding such a service. They proposed one service per month to be held simultaneously with our more traditional service. 

   The Religious Affairs Committee, headed by Bill Goldberg and Conrad Adelman, will study the idea with members of Marty’s survey committee to come up with a proposal for the service.  Rabbi Kosman has told some of us that he would not block such a proposal if we began no sooner than January of 2006.  As he has said many times about other things, “This is big!” 

   I call Marty’s group the “survey committee” because they were the group that sent out that survey right before the holidays.  They produced the results of the survey at our meeting.  The survey was the brainchild of esteemed shul members but not sanctioned by synagogue trustees or committees, so those of you who are interested can get the results from Marty.  The Board does, however, recognize the results as being valid, as the survey questions appeared to be terse and to the point.  

   The Board of Trustees are not ostriches.  Our heads are not buried deep in the sand.  There are new shuls around competing for members.  We are trying to attract new members without taking our current members for granted.  We announced during the High Holy Days that new families and individuals who join will get their first year’s membership for FREE!  We think after a year they won’t want to leave.  In October three lengthy newspaper articles appeared in the Frederick Post.  Two of the pieces were on the front page.  They were positive and full of information about Beth Sholom.  An objective news story is worth 50 advertisements.  These stories let newcomers know we are here and thriving.  In addition, we have confronted some controversial changes in our educational system.  For good or bad, we didn’t run the other way.  Ignoring contention is always easier in the short run.  We have NOT been taking the easy way.  

   The Board has compromised on, and even embraced some fundamental changes that a few years ago would have been impossible.  Remember, we are Jews.  My brother says that the only thing two Jews can agree on is how much charity a third Jew should give.  So a consensus is never easy.   This is where faith comes in.  I have faith and know that with G-d’s help, in spite of the chaos, fairness, order, and progress will follow our good intentions.   Please don’t tell me which road is paved with good intentions.  We’re Jews and no matter what road we’re on, there’s always somebody checking the rear view mirrors. 

    Shalom all.  Andy  

