Shalom everyone…

This month’s Board of Trustees Meeting started off with a bang.  Rita Gordon is a long- time member of Beth Sholom, a former president, author of several books about Frederick history, including Jews Among the Clustered Spires.  I have known her and husband Paul Gordon for twenty years.  I have always known Rita to speak her mind,  and she spoke it eloquently at this month’s meeting.  She gave us the history of our congregation here in Frederick and then plainly told us where we were going wrong.  According to Rita the Board botched many decisions.  She warned us not to take the easy out.  In fact, there were so many issues she took issue with, I tabled discussion until we have had time to look over her remarks.  If any of you, dear members, want to examine her views for yourselves, call or e-mail the Beth Sholom office and have a copy of her statement e-mailed to you.   While criticism can sting, it was enlightening to hear an interested member’s point of view.  

The Board voted to allow Bet Midrash to hold Sunday School classes at our 2nd St. shul with physical restrictions and financial stipulations.  Beth Sholom does not sponsor the school.  Since Bet Midrash is, however, charged with educating Jewish children, we will accommodate them.  To us on the BOT, there can be no nobler cause. 

The Board of Education is circulating an ad for a part time Education Director.  We have received six resumes.  

In other news, the head of the Religious Affairs Committee met with the new leader of the Survey Committee.  Religious Affairs is working on an alternative service.  We have received over $1000 from the DVD mailing so far and those funds will be applied as seed money for the additions to the Tree of Life.  Sid Kandel is designing those now.  The Library committee got a brand new computer, compliments of the Prenskys, and a new chairman, compliments of Benjamin Fryser.  The Gala didn’t make much money but was a lot of fun.  The Parlor meetings hosted by BOT members will be starting soon.  Most will be held at the Frederick Coffee Company at East and Church Streets, on Sunday evenings.  They will be small get-togethers where you give us your views on Beth Sholom.  Like I said, criticism can sting but we want to hear it anyway. Watch for your invitation.
Individuals on the Board of Trustees are “adopting” new members.  We will meet with the newcomers at a shul function and introduce them to other members, show them the facility, andanswer any questions they may have.  We all think it’s a good idea. 
Bingo has provided me with a great human-interest story.  You have all heard of the Baltimore Jewish Times.  Without exaggerating, it is probably the most widely read and respected Jewish periodical in the US.  I know this because it is very thick, printed on glossy paper, and there are many ads.  Some are even in color.  It’s like the Jewish Daily Planet.  Phil Jacobs is the editor.  Phil has been recruited as a bingo worker and has come up here several times to sell holders, etc. He wrote a little blurb about us in the last issue of the Times.  He comes for the egg salad and the friendly faces.  In any case, if you meet the editor at Bingo, for Pete’s sakes don’t call him chief… Olsen!   

To honor bingo workers, my wife Shurron and I are throwing a party at our home at 7:30 on the evening of February 25.   I realize it’s not Studio 54, but it’s a lot closer and more “hamishe.”  We will provide all food and soft drinks.  If you worked bingo in 2005 or are seriously considering working bingo in 2006, you will be welcome.  A visit to my house will be unforgettable as I have many strange and ethereal artifacts.  On display will be … the baby teeth of my children; a “Jackson 5” lunch pail; real cats’ paws; frozen food from 1985; blueprints of the Starship Enterprise, twelve un-used power tools, a luminescent painting of Elvis Presley on black velvet; my collection of preserved Oriental Dung Beetles; kosher beef jerky; and a pair of Jerry Orbach’s tweezers.  My Fortress of Solitude will finally be open to all…BINGO VOLUNTEERS!!!  

