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     Things have been quiet on the Beth Sholom front this month.  There are two family shabbatons schedule for the end of January and beginning of February. The first is sponsored by Shoresh and is a double overnight at a hotel in Hagerstown.  The second  is sponsored by Beth Sholom and held at the Community Center, but alas no sleepover.  For those of you who are skeptical, I must tell you I was the same way.  My wife, Shurron, had to drag me to my first one.  Now I drag her.  I like the getaway, the good food, the funny people and yes, the deep thought.  Maybe I’m getting old, but if someone with a short attention span can enjoy himself, than anyone can.  Maybe I’ll see you.

 

     January is one of those post partum blues months.  All the glamour of the holidays, the newness of winter, the days off, etc. are over.  Now it’s back to the grindstone.  Things are quiet except…Rabbi wants to arrange the seats in the Community Center sanctuary in a kind of a circle much like the old-fashioned colonial shuls of yesteryear.  Think of Touro in Rhode Island , or the oldest synagogues in New York.  Shoresh took a group of us to one last year.  It was very intimate.  I promised Rabbi we’d get to it when the downtown shul turns 100 years old in 2022.  Please schedule it in your Daytimer. 

 

   As for news from our Board of Trustees meeting, our financials this year have been on target. It’s too early to celebrate, but still encouraging. Since there hasn’t been an audit since 2002, we plan to have one done this summer.   Adam Treiber returned to our meeting to discuss possible unintentional exposure we have regarding fundraising and properties.  Pauline volunteered to research our bank records and assemble some facts before we alert accountants Linton, Shafer, etc. to any discrepancies.  

 

   The Religious Affairs Committee is planning junior congregation services for next year.  When I was a kid my old shul had junior congregation and would periodically award pins for good attendance.  It was very cool to get a pin.  The porch in Rabbi’s house is in very bad shape.  Bruce Zavos reported that its removal is imminent.  The City Historic Commission requires a new one to be put up in its place. Rabbi and Carol just want it taken down. Two new members joined the shul last month. 

 

    The Beth Sholom bylaws are being rewritten.  They have a few loose ends and dated requirements we tend to ignore.  It’s time for a review and update.  

 

    The Long Range Planning Committee acted on the many murmurings of last year’s Coffee Klatches, mainly…what is our spiritual future?  We had a brief meeting with Rabbi Kosman to exchange views.  When my big city friends ask whether we are Conservative, Orthodox or Reform, I answer,… “We’re a frontier shul.  Like athletic socks, one size fits all.”  That’s been my view and I’m stickin’ to it.  For years Frederick has had an unmistakable “western” persona…overwhelmingly gentile, agribusiness, male dominated politics, minute numbers of minorities. Our isolated Jewish membership needed a place to feel comfortable, a place to belong.  Rabbi Kosman saw that and accepted all people who wanted to attend synagogue, without judgment or pressure (except for square dancing).  Most members agree that this approach has always been perfect.  But the world is changing, Frederick is changing, in fact Jews are changing.  Many members are concerned where Beth Sholom will fit in with all this change. 

    For many generations Beth Sholom has been the vibrant Jewish center of Frederick. Through acceptance, education, and community service, our shul has become the quintessential blueprint for an American “frontier” synagogue.  Rabbi Kosman has told me his mission is,  “…to help individuals develop a relationship with G-d.”  How can Beth Sholom continue to pursue that noble calling?  Also, what’s “howdy” in Hebrew? 

 

Shalom you all, Andy Carpel

 

