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Let me be the last to wish you a Happy Chanukah.  Hope you attended one of the many parties affiliated with Beth Sholom.  Chaya threw a party for the Religious School students and parents.  There was a lovely latke party at the shul Saturday night.  Shoresh had one their “raves” in our Community Center for Beth Sholom’s youth.  Two days later, Shoresh was hosting another Chanukah party, this time for parents and friends at a member’s home in Frederick.  The next day, Naomi hosted a party for nursery school kids and their parents.  And finally the Social Club was sent off the holiday with a party of food, fun and fellowship.  And if those aren’t enough, the Cultural Enrichment Committee hosted a Chinese-style kosher dinner and Jewish movie on December 24, again in the Community Center.  Maybe I’ll see you in the heartburn aisle at the CVS.  It’s so hard to be Jewish nowadays. 

Many things were discussed at our Board of Trustees meeting.  We’ve called for a Budget Committee meeting on Thursday, December 28 at 7 p.m.   All interested members are invited.  Bring a sharp pencil.  Marty Erlichman reported that the interfaith co-operative party of Beth Sholom, Kol Ami and the Islamic Society of Frederick was a positive event.  Some Trustees felt that they should have had the opportunity to approve shul participation in advance. They will have it next time.  I would like us to be part of another get-together with the ISF in the near future.
The Long Range Planning Committee, which is addressing suggestions from all those “coffee klatches” last year, had a second meeting in early December.  The focus has been narrowed to four pressing issues…succession planning, possible affiliation, increasing membership, and real estate. No elaboration was made except they plan to meet again soon. 
This next announcement is big…next year the religious school will meet only two days per week—one week-day afternoon and Sunday morning.  The weekday sessions will be two hours instead of one, and food will be served.  In addition to their Jewish studies, the students will practice bentching.  The Board of Education sees bentching as the ultimate integration of socializing and prayer.  Students and their families will be expected to attend services periodically.  This is a much heralded step toward accommodating the busy schedules of modern families.  

Next, the Board heard a presentation on financial issues by member Adam Trieber and two representatives from the accounting firm of Boyle and Company.  
Andy Rosenfeld is investigating pre-fabricated fund raising events such as art auctions and casino nights.  Both events are put together by professionals and are proven to attract contributions.  Plus, the attendees have fun. Andy also lamented the lack of members to work with him on his committee.  He needs help.  Please, take pity and call him to offer your time and ideas. 
Our annual awards dinner on December 2nd was a hit. The recipients displayed a combination of hubris and humility not often seen in public. The awardees were inspirations to us all.  Eileen Marcus prepared what was possibly the best food ever to be served at the Community Center.  We ate butternut squash soup, salmon gefilte fish, Swedish meat balls, chicken extraordinaire, salad incomparable, and individual crusted tarts and mousses (mice?) for dessert.  Entertainment was provided by Erlichman and Carpello, who did their famous “Who’s on First” routine.  You can tell how good a party is by how late people stay.  Well, some of them are still sitting there!

Charlotte Glick, who has done volunteer work not only for Beth Sholom, but all of Frederick County, shared an insight with us.  She said when you give of yourself; you get back much more in return.  We help G-d by helping each other.  Meanwhile our petty day-to-day challenges somehow take care of themselves.  When I have a challenge or problem that solves itself, I see it as a kind of reward.  It’s a payback for doing the right thing. 
Shalom and Happy New Year! (
