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   Shalom, you all!  (I always wanted to say that…very Jewish, very southern).  This is my final Bulletin article as President.  By the time you read this, as of July 1, I am no longer President Carpel of Beth Sholom, Frederick. On that day I become simply Andy Carpel, citizen and father.  There were many wonderful things about being shul President.  First, by far, was no waiting at my doctors’ and dentists’ offices.  Even non-member MDs rush me in like I’m Kobe Bryant.  If you have medical problems, being shul President is better that Blue Cross/Blue Shield…Blue anything! 

   What were the other good things?  Pauline, Janet and Carol in our office were always there to do my bidding.  I didn’t have much bidding, but sometimes I was late with these articles, or I needed a hundred copies of something right before a meeting.  The office staff was always there to offer guidance when I needed it.  For that I am grateful.   

    Rabbi Kosman, of course, was a wonderful teacher to me…patient and non-judgmental.  He is also a fun person to be around, a great kibbitzer who can tease as well as be teased.  These are qualities that are important to me.  In any case, I’m not saying good-bye, as I will remain on the Board.  But even if I weren’t, I would call or email Rabbi and the staff.  As my 93-year-old mother would say, “You can still pick up a phone, can’t you? Are your lips broken?”  No Mom, my lips still work.

   Want more good things?  I learned a lot.  Many problems (cock-eyed optimists call them “challenges”) seemed to appear just like walk-on characters in a stage play.  One problem would walk off the stage and another would come on.  Unfortunately, as Prez, I couldn’t walk off the stage.  So I would have to either ignore, address, research, get consensus, make a decision, or ignore again this new character/problem.  But like that stage play, some characters refuse to be ignored.  I learned to try to get all the facts.  Facts often come wrapped in opinions.  One fact is worth twenty opinions.  I learned to trust my own common sense.  I tried to approach things without a pre-conceived point of view.  I relied on the counsel of the Rabbi, the Board of Trustees, and various members for guidance.  But my common sense was still screaming at me from inside    

    Four years ago, former Prez Garry Cohen, Rabbi, and the Lazerows asked me to serve as President.  I’m sure I wasn’t their first choice, but if not me, who?  If not now, when?  (Sound presidential?)   Anyway, all of them told me there would be nothing much to do.  “Andy, you’ll be like Eisenhower, playing golf all day.  All the hard stuff’s been done.”  The Lazerows even bought dinner for Shurron and me.  They had me at “our treat.”   I thought it was a great honor, and that my then 89-year-old mother would be proud.  A few months later I realized some eternal truths…first, as Gilda Radner used to say, “It’s always something.” And second, it’s futile to try and please a Jewish parent.  

    The shul has been going through some difficult times.  It seems that none of the directions open to us were without some pain.  The 21st century has been a challenges for Beth Sholom, but all issues  were handled with grace and dignity.  I am grateful that I had an opportunity to serve Beth Sholom in this extraordinary era.  I wish our new President, Gayle Bromberg, gezine gezunt.  With your support I know she’ll do a fine job.  I’ll be watching from my front row seat.  Hope to see you all at shul.
Andy
