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Hell-o everyone… 

We are in prime time Bar and Bat Mitzvah season.  Angela Staffone, Sam Kahan, Rachel Edelstein, Sam Kopciak, Taylor Graham and Gabrielle Newell are the most recent celebrants that come to mind.  Ironically I also attended the nursery school/kindergarten graduation ceremony this week.  As President I get to see the kids beginning school and also as they are celebrating their B’nai Mitzvah, the beginning of their adult Jewish lives.  These simchas are available for all members to attend.  Some obvious comparisons come to mind…first, the “Bars and Bats” are much bigger kids than the nursery-schoolers.  They are smarter too, and more serious.  In many cases they are more mature than even their parents, and they are not too shy to let everyone know it. Bless them anyway. The best part is they are still enthused about Judaism.  They exhibit the same wonder and joy that the little kids have.   

I was amazed that the younger set was singing a song about Judaism to the tune of the Addams Family TV theme.  In addition, at our Friday night services, one of the songs that the cheder students sing is the same tune as a popular song by the rock group Queen. It’s disguised a little bit, but I know my rock n’ roll.  Little did a much younger Andy Carpel realize while staring at the tube in the sixties, or when he was disco dancing in the seventies, it would be to the same music he would hear in shul in the 21st century.  Cosmic coincidence?  I don’t think so.      

A beautiful piano was donated to Beth Sholom this month. The story is like a plot in a sit-com.  Many people were involved and arrangements were forever being postponed.  Pianos are often offered to charity, but most are in bad shape and rejected. Last month Fred and Ellen Berney called me with an offer from their friends, Nando and Helen Amabile, to donate their piano.  Michael and Russell Iseberg volunteed to inspect it before we picked the piano up.  They went over to the Amabile’s house and gave the onyx black Chickering spinet a real workout.  Nando and Helen said they had never heard anyone play so beautifully on it before.  They knew they were giving it to the right people. The Iseberg’s pronounced it …one-der-ful!  So I called Howard Levine and in a few weeks his moving company delivered the piano to the Community Center.  Howard took the old one to the Goodwill, which doesn’t usually accept pianos but eventually agreed to dispose of our old one.   Now we must get the new one tuned and covered.  I’m hoping Michael Feinberg, or better yet Michael Iseberg will boogie on it at the next Gala.  Our thanks to everyone involved.

Early in July there will be a meeting of the Religious Affairs Committee, the Rabbi and interested members about the “Additional Service.”   The purpose of this service is to give women a more meaningful role in synagogue services.  If you can contribute to the progress of this project please call the office and ask for specifics.  You may want to attend.

We will be re-instituting the Beth Sholom Men’s Brunch Bunch.  Popular in the mid 1980’s through the mid-90’s, the Brunch Bunch was a purely social gathering of men around big city lox and bagels six Sunday mornings a year.  Marty Erlichman usually picked up the food near his work and we met at some lucky member’s house.  It was fun and we developed many friendships. Cost was only the price of the food, and lectures were nisht.  The brunches were for eating and schmoozing only. Beginning this September we’re starting them again.  We’ll make it convenient for dads who have to drop their children off at Sunday school.  Watch this column for details.  

Sad news to report…Jill Brenner will be leaving Beth Sholom’s religious school to further her career in teaching.  There was a terrific article about her in the Frederick News Post outlining her experience and love of teaching.  She was an inspiration to us all, but as Rabbi says, G-d shuts a door and opens a window.  I hope so, ‘cause it’s getting hot in here.

Shalom yelodim!

Andy Carpel      

