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    Shalom everyone.  Shavuot is now over and we can stop counting the Omer.  I noticed that there is a page display device on the left wall of the sanctuary.   At first I thought it was some sort of Omer counter. As it turns out, it is for telling you what page we’re on during the services.  No more pesky neighbors lording pages numbers over you.  Just look on the left hand wall.  I refer to it a lot. 

    We had our Congregational meeting in May.  In addition to our twenty-odd Board of Trustees members, there may have been between 40 and 50 members in attendance.  If you are interested in a copy of the minutes, just email Pauline.  I think the most telling notes taken by Cindy Diamondstone at the big meeting were under the heading of New Business.  These are her notes…

“New Business: There was an expression of concern re: our numbers going down. It was noted that this is a trend. Active memberships in many organizations are decreasing, including both the Reform and Conservative movements. It was also noted that many families were not happy that our Hebrew School was 2 days a week in addition to Sunday. That did cause a hardship for many families. We need to promote ourselves more. We need to publicize the Alternative Services. The Long Range Planning Committee (LRP) is looking into these issues. A sub-committee of the LRP has been meeting with a representative from the Conservative movement to discuss affiliation. As was expressed earlier, decreasing membership is a concern of many congregations. Question: Has any thought been given to selling a property to help pay down the mortgage? There was much discussion re: this topic.”

    Decreasing membership is a big concern. It doesn’t matter whether it’s a national trend or not. Beth Sholom must abide.  It is the responsibility of our BOT to implement plans to increase membership and keep Beth Sholom vital.  We are working toward that elusive goal.  After having all those Coffee Klatch meetings and now the Long Range Planning Committee meetings, we are looking at every idea with an eye toward increased membership.  Andy Rosenfeld has altered the emphasis of his Fund Raising Committee to that of social activities.  Couples such as the Kelseys pay a house call to all new members.  The Board of Ed has lightened the burden on parents by eliminating one weekday session per week of Hebrew school.  We’re planning parties, offering membership deals, even planting flowers, etc.  We have tried many things to increase the numbers and we plan to do more.  Rabbi talks of how G-d can change things in the blink of an eye.  I sure wish he’d blink in our direction. 

    When I was a kid there was a commercial on TV the ended with the line, “What’s a mother to do?”  For sixty seconds there was chaos and demands made on this poor TV Mom, until she gapes into the camera and utters her. …prayer.  I feel like that woman. “What’s a shul president to do?”  We need divine guidance.  After all, we are Beth Sholom, a house of worship.  I have faith that Jews moving to Frederick will discover us; that distracted members will re-discover us. It’s my prayer that all, some, or just one of our big plans will yield surprisingly big results.  But until then, Lord, show us a sign.  Amen. (
