The President's Corner

June 2008

by Andy Carpel 

acarpel@aol.com
Shalom to all

Last week was the last congregational meeting that I will preside over.  It was a real doozie.  Rather than try to describe it here, I’ll cherish it as a memory for myself and those who attended.  I believe most members who wanted to, were able to speak their piece.  It was a dignified affair and frankly I was proud to be a part of it. (Rabbi hates the word “proud” and substitutes the word “grateful,” but that word doesn’t work for me here.)  Some speeches made me squirm, which I guess is the first step toward learning.  They say when you are out of your “comfort zone” you begin to make changes.  No specifics here as I am still processing what happened.  

Election results…the new President will be Gayle Bromberg, 2nd VP is Ilene Liszka, Treasurer is incumbent Marty Standel. The four members-at-large elected to the Board are Andy Rosenfeld, Sid Kandel, yours truly Andy Carpel (all incumbents), and new Board member Roger Strong.  Roger was President for three terms in the 80’s and 90’s.  He takes the seat of outgoing member Andy Mekelburg.  Andy M. did an outstanding job heading the Budget and Finance Committee.  Many members feel that the shul’s finances are dangerously low, but I’m bursting with optimism.  In any case, for the last few years, Mr. Mekelburg’s daunting task was to develop the shul budget.  It consisted of five pages of teeny-tiny writing called "line items."  All of these "line items" had to add up to no more than our annual income.  Trouble was nobody knew for sure what the income would be, because we had to do this a year in advance.  I get the creeps just thinking about it.  Andy M. did his job well and we came close each year.  We’ll miss you Andy M.

Another person we will miss is Early Childhood Center Director, Naomi Lazerow.  She has worked for 15 years perfecting our well respected Nursery School program.  Naomi will be retiring and applying some of her tried-and-true techniques of pre-school discipline on her two new grandchildren.  My money’s on the grandchildren.  

As you have probably already heard, the Congregational meeting was very well attended. Obviously the gravity of the issues and the repeated emails pleading for attendance were the reason.  It was most heartening to see so many of our members out in force.  Of course I took some lumps (remember “comfort zone?”), but I really didn’t mind.  It was comforting to know that so many members were concerned and active.  Even if you don’t agree with the President, the Board, or the Rabbi, you care deeply about our great shul.  Perhaps you’re looking for a way to become more involved? 

If so, here are some ways to make the Beth Sholom experience more meaningful… Join an existing committee….We have many programs that need attention.  Our Youth Committee comes most frequently to my mind.  We need volunteers.  Ideas are abundant but without people to make them work?  Gornisht! 

Attend our events… Family dinners, lectures, movies, etc. are all planned for you, to enrich your Jewish life in Frederick. Please take advantage of them.

Share your ideas… If you see a need we should be filling, let us know.  Pauline can assist you in creating or developing your idea into something achievable. 

Attend services… Prospective new members start by coming to services and judge us by our liveliness.  It’s a great way to meet other members, get free food and a good feeling, too.  It is, after all, praying.  Oh yes, did I mention free food? 

Come to the Board meetings… Remember I said I was optimistic about our finances. Well, you’ll have to come to a synagogue Board meeting to find out why.  I’m sure we’ll be discussing finances and other cool stuff.  Right now we meet the second Thursday night of each month at 7:30. 

Support the shul financially… I hate to even ask, because I hate it when people ask me.  It’s a thankless job, but I suppose somebody has to do it.  Our school is so important to the future of our children and the future of Judaism.  Our religious services and social programs need money to continue, and our comparatively low dues due are not enough.  When I had a heart attack a few years ago, many people sent contributions to the shul in my behalf. It made me so happy that I may just fake another one just to raise more money.  Seriously, think of contributing to Beth Sholom when you want to celebrate or remember someone.  

As my dear mother used to say… Why is it that one shul can take care of so many Jews, but so many Jews can’t take care of one mother?…or something like that.

Shalom, Andy Carpel

