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Shalom all.

Our February Board of Trustees Meeting passed quickly and quietly through the dark and stormy night!  Treasurer Marty Standel, who reminds us frequently that he is still new to the job, sees us spending within our budget so far this year.  Marty and his wife Laney are new to Beth Sholom, but as Chief Audit Executive Director of Frederick County, he should know his stuff when it comes to a budget.
 VP Carl Lazerow of the Long Range Planning Committee reported that the sub-committees are inching along on topics such as bylaws, spiritual future and religious affiliation. Right now we are in the fact-finding mode. By the way, Carl's term on the Board ends this summer.  I don't know what we will do without him.  He is smart, hardworking and never runs out of steam. He has a clear focus on the nucleus of most problems.  He is candid and concise in his analysis.  I'm sure he'll still be around to work Bingo and take care of our buildings, but no more Board work.  He's really a great asset to the shul.  Too bad we don't have another alley behind the building to name after him.   

The Beth Sholom Family Shabbat Experience started off like “Gangbusters”.  The Friday night dinner was well attended (hello?...dinner!) Saturday's attendance was...intimate.  I wish there could have been more people there to see the Kelseys and Andy Rosenfeld trample the copyright laws of these United States.  Actually they gave a one terrific concert of Jewish songs and some clever parodies of American tunes.  The songs were beautiful and funny.  Everyone there had a great time.  

Next November the Fundraising Committee is sponsoring an Art Auction to be stocked and managed by Ross Galleries.  Ross does charity fundraisers for non-profits all over the mid-Atlantic.  They will bring all of the paintings, etc. and the general public will be invited to bid on them. I understand the artwork is supposed to be top notch.  

We are taking nominations for the Boards of Trustees and Education.   Most of you are too modest to nominate yourselves.  And yet within your hungry hearts there lies a thirst to do more with your lives.  A thirst that can only be quenched by worthwhile community service.  Yes, providing for the family is enough of an achievement for most people…but not you!  You were destined to make a bigger mark…to touch the lives of many in a deep and profound way…you were born for greater things…you were born to be on a synagogue board!   If I’m strummin’ your heart with ma’ fingers, singin’ your life with ma’ song, then please volunteer yourself or nominate some other lucky so-and-so to our Board of Trustees or Board of Education.  Don’t delay or you’ll be “killin’ me softly.”  (Apologies to Miss Roberta Flack.)

Marty Erlichman is chairing Beth Sholom’s Holocaust Memorial Service on Friday evening, April 20.  This year Beth Sholom is partnering with the National Council of Jewish Women in this effort.  It promises to be a moving experience.

Sisterhood reports that sales in the gift shop were down due to competition from the Internet, and lower profits from bingo and catering.  Sisterhood has been there for my family and me so many times that it grieves me to see them suffer.  It’s such a mitzvah to work with them…and who couldn’t use a mitzvah?

One of our loyal members, Ernie Nasher, turns 100 later this year. Imagine a Jewish man living to be 100.  In the Himalayas, meditating and eating yogurt, a man can live to be 100.   But here with all the mishugas and schmaltz involved in being Jewish in 21st century America, his achievement truly staggers the imagination.  I say he must be lying about his age. Well in case he isn’t, we will be celebrating his 100th birthday with him!   

Finally, thanks to the many members of Beth Solom who are concerned about how our son Asher Shapiro is doing in Iraq and how we are coping.  Asher joined the Marine Corps Reserve right out of TJ High School in 2002.   He was happy and excited about enlisting and, of course his mother and I couldn't talk him out of it.   Since this past October he has been serving as a light armor vehicle mechanic with Dam Security Unit #3 between Haditha and Ramadi in Iraq.  He has been unloading patrol boats by cover of night into the Euphrates River, searching the riverbanks for caches of weapons hidden by insurgents. Last month he was promoted to full Corporal.  He told us that the rainy season has turned the whole area into a big mud puddle.  It has made life on his base an even greater struggle.  Other than that he has no complaints.  Even the food's OK. 

Asher's friends, his family, his mom and I worry. Our struggle is facing the daily barrage of violent news reported from Iraq every day.  Of course our worrying cannot compare with what he is going through. We're hoping mud is the worst thing he faces. We send him things we think he could use, like DVD's, packaged foods and candy.  Shurron had special M&M's made up with "Asher Jarhead" written on them.  My 92 year-old mother had me send him a whole three pound salami.  I try to imagine him walking around the base whittling salami with a pocketknife and stuffing the pieces into his mouth.  My Mom said salamis were a big hit with Jewish soldiers in World War II.   

Naturally we are all very proud of him.  He is a young Jewish man serving the United States.  I think the fact that he is Jewish is important.  In my opinion, US troops in that part of the world have produced the by-product of making Israel more secure.  We hope every Beth Sholom member takes heart that there is a Jewish Marine Corporal named Asher Shapiro from Frederick, MD, serving our country.  Last week we found out he'll be returning to the States by the first week in April.  We are all praying for his safe return.   

