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I'm not sure what started me thinking about this lately -- maybe it's the recent Torah parshas in which our people have been wandering through the arid desert, or maybe it's the cold weather and my eager anticipation of all the trees coming into leaf and flower and fruit again.  Anyway, I've been thinking about a scene I passed a few years ago while traveling in Belize with my family.  We were driving along a very long and poorly paved highway, seemingly in the middle of nowhere -- with only an occasional few houses or shacks, a country store, or a mound where archeologists were exploring the remains of an ancient ruin -- when we came upon a very obviously planned forest, with straight tall trees lined up neatly in row after row.  Our driver explained that these trees were Belizean hardwoods that take over 100 years to grow to maturity.  They were planted by a farmer who planted other faster-growing vegetation for his own time but knew that these trees would not be for him, nor even for his children, but for his grandchildren to harvest and use for their livelihood.  His grandfather had similarly planted trees for him.  I think the news about elderly Texas oil billionaire T. Boone Pickens, investing heavily in building the world's largest windmill farm, also had a part in reminding me of this experience in Belize, which made such an impression on me.  We at Beth Sholom are similarly planting in part with a view to what we are leaving for our children and grandchildren.  The BOT meeting, as well as chance conversations with congregants, have been preoccupied with concerns about building a sustainable future for our Congregation, as well as providing a strong foundation of education and community to our children and teenagers so that they will be ready to pass on the rich legacy of Judaism to future generations.  I am remembering now that this was also the theme of Rabbi T's lecture during the January Visiting Rabbis and Scholars weekend.  The Shoresh rabbis borrowed this theme from Beth Sholom's own slogan --"From Generation to Generation -- Together We Grow."  

 

I recognize that it is partly for ourselves in the present and near future and partly because of a sense of the importance of planning and planting for the future of our Congregation, that many of us feel an urgency about deciding the direction for Beth Sholom.  I want to assure everyone that I am taking those strong feelings seriously, and that is why it is so important to me to have a careful and deliberative process.  The decisions we make over this year are not immutable, but may have a lasting impact on the future of our Congregation, and our children and grandchildren.  The process of making those decisions also must be one that includes everyone.  I am reminded of parsha Bo, in which Pharaoh was ready to let only the male Hebrew slaves go out of Egypt to worship G-d, but Moses replied, "We will go with our young and with our old, with our sons and with our daughters..."  In other words, it was important for everyone to go together.  As was true for our forebears in the desert, I'm sure it will be true for us that we will not achieve perfect harmony or accord in our decisions.  Nevertheless, we must still have a process that is designed to bring everyone along as much as possible.  To this end, Pauline and I have researched some links that provide what we consider to be reliable information about the different branches of Judaism, so that we all can consider where we think we fit.  Figuring out our fit may or may not lead us to affiliate with a particular movement.  We are presently unaffiliated.  There are unaffiliated rabbis who run the gamut of affinities, from Reconstructionist to Jewish Renewal to Orthodox. Joining an affiliated branch may make it easier to find a rabbi, and may provide useful programs and services, but also involves rules and expenses. 

 

We are also trying to provide experiences with rabbis of different styles, maturity levels, affiliations, or affinities, through our Visiting Rabbis and Scholars Shabbats.  On March 1, from 10a.m. to noon, we will hear from representatives of the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism about the beliefs and practices, costs and benefits associated with the Conservative movement.  This is an important opportunity to hear about a branch of Judaism that many people in the Congregation think would be a necessary and fitting affiliation for Beth Sholom.  The information will be important for those who agree and those who disagree.  We can only make informed decisions when we are fully informed, and it really helps us all to hear the information fully. 

 

Other topics of the February BOT meeting were: Treasurer's Report:  This month we are $16,000 in the black, with 57% of dues collected.  Since we have already completed the part of the year when most dues and tuition payments are made, we anticipate ending the year with a 25% shortfall in our budget. The Budget committee has started meeting and will be working hard to achieve a realistically balanced budget for next year.  Education: Our religious school is going strong and anticipates similar registration for next year.  The students need more Hebrew, and more Hebrew will be added on Sundays.  Our high school class has strongly bonded with each other and with their excellent teacher, Stefanie Shapiro, and they love coming to religious school.  We are working on developing a program to accommodate their desire to continue beyond our present program next year.  Preschool is also going well and morning slots for next year are filling rapidly, with afternoon slots filling more slowly.  Library:  Shoshanna has been doing an excellent job organizing and adding to our library, often contributing at her own expense.  Even small donations for the library would be welcome. Bingo: Attendance is up since Christmas and we need more helpers.  Publicity: Ilene and others have been doing a superb job of publicity and public relations, with newspaper articles, flyers, and even our Teen Volunteer Corps making telephone calls to inform congregants about the recent concert by Rabbi David Shneyer and Frank Sparber, with some accompaniment by Norma and Morrie Kelsey and Andy Rosenfeld, in honor of Richard Haber's mother.  The excellent publicity contributed to huge turnouts for the January Visiting Rabbi's Shabbat and the concert, both of which were deemed to be inspiring and hugely successful by most of the attendees.  

 

I hope to see you all at the March 1 presentation by USCJ.  There will be an opportunity for asking the presenters questions, but not for presenting our own views while they are present.  After the presenters leave we hope to have about a half hour for discussion among ourselves.

 

Shalom, 

Gayle Bromberg

