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Our shul has been a beehive of activity for the past month.  To get the full story you will have to come to our Congregational Meeting on May 12 at 7:30 pm.  After the committee reports, there will an opportunity for members to comment and ask questions about the administration of Beth Sholom business.   It’s important for the Board of Trustees and the membership to trade thoughts in this town meeting type forum. While there are several issues that come to mind, the appropriate ones to discuss here are the budget and finances.  As you probably know, a dream of Rabbi Kosman and some parents has been a Jewish day school.  All of our ducks seem to be in a row, except the big one…money.  In addition to plans for a day school there are several other pressures on our budget.  Our building is ten years old this year.  It is a well-built, proud structure, but like your home, needs constant attention.  It gets a lot of use.  You, our members need constant attention, too.  We like to keep in touch, and so we publish the thickest bulletin of any Synagogue in the U.S.  Our Rabbi Kosman is internationally known and revered and, as a result, Beth Sholom of Frederick is recognized as a moral and upright organization.  It is a lot to live up to. 

      The budget this year is uncomfortably tight, so we will be asking for a dues increase.  There have been some fundamental changes in our approach to education.  Growth in Frederick County has caused some to re-examine where Beth Sholom fits. We’ll be entertaining nominations for the Board of Trustees.  If you want to put in your 2 cents about any of these subjects, be at the meeting.  I’ll be bringing the heartburn medicine.  

       Passover, like most holidays, reminds me to look back and examine our Jewish history.  Beth Sholom’s history is fascinating.  Dick Kessler has often spoken of being a boy attending our Hebrew School under the discerning eye of Miss Jeannette Weinberg.  To hear him tell it, nobody made any false moves in Miss Jeannette’s class.  You can see the fear in his eyes when he speaks of her.  Rita and Paul Gordon as well as Rabbi Kosman have spoken of her, but with less trepidation.  Apparently she ran things here for many years.  She gave both time and money.   She kept the place together. This is the same Weinberg family that donated a building to Johns Hopkins in Baltimore.  In the United States and Israel, there are umpteen plaques and tributes thanking and praising them for their humanitarian acts and unprecedented generosity.  The Weinbergs were known the world over for their gifts of charity, but Miss Jeannette saw fit to donate her precious time to Beth Sholom.   

        All of this is leading up to my usual request for help.  Traditionally, Beth Sholom has produced a pantheon of women leaders, beginning with Jeanette Weinberg.  These are the women who have run things and now make things happen - mostly by doing what needs to be done, but also by daring the rest of us to do more by their tireless examples.  I am sure none of them have ever thought about the unspoken influence they have on their children, husbands and peers (could it be that Harry Weinberg’s philanthropy was an effort to keep pace with Miss Jeannette’s?)  All of these women have been an inspiration.  They are our strength and touch us in ways that no one can exactly pinpoint.  But no one can deny their common vision: keeping Judaism alive in our community.   

