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by Andy Carpel 

acarpel@aol.com
 
I missed April’s Trustees’ Meeting.  If you want to know everything that transpired, call the office and ask for the minutes.  They can send or email them to you.   One discussion that did take place was Bingo….

Frederick’s Beth Sholom has a lot going for it.  A great building, a wonderful school, a world renown Rabbi, dedicated teachers, cute inquisitive children, open-minded members, inspiring sanctuary, plenty of parking, etc.  All of the above cost money.  Bingo allows members who cannot afford to make enormous donations or pay big dues, to contribute their time and a little sechel.  It has become a very democratic way for not only our members to belong to our shul, but our shul to belong to our members.
The beauty of Bingo is that it provides so much funding for our building and activities.  Without exaggeration, Bingo subsidizes everyone’s dues by 50%. For example, I have a family membership. Indirectly Bingo reduces my yearly dues by approximately  $1000.  I work at least one full evening of Bingo per month.  It’s about five hours.  My wife Shurron used to work Bingo but for the past two years has taken a break.  In my mind, each member should work a half evening a month…that’s 2-1/2 hours.  I do a whole evening to make up for my wife.  Shurron is one of the members who is burned out on Bingo.  For various reasons she grew tired of it.  She does other things now, but not Bingo.  The burden of working Bingo has fallen too long on about one quarter of our membership.  It is time to share the wealth!  

I have made some great friends working Bingo, Jews and Gentiles, workers and players.  There is a kind of camaraderie with the other workers and shul members that you can only develop when you master a task together.  Kind of like a crew.  Like the movie Starship Troopers, each team member is a character.  There’s the smart one, the funny one, the pretty one, the boss, the burser, the smart aleck, and so on.  Once you have worked on a crew you have good friends. 

The players are like an appreciative audience.  They are there for the entertainment and thrill of playing Bingo.  Most Bingo jobs involve selling tips to eager players.  By bringing the tips to them, they don’t have to walk across the room and wait in line.  They appreciate the service and they buy more. I always kibbutz with them, but I don’t need to. They are just glad to get my attention so they can play.   

I’ll admit I used to probe the effects of gambling on society and how I didn’t want to be part of it.  But the players all appear to be bright, alert, mostly middle-aged, middle-income people looking for safe entertainment.  Average losses for an evening rarely exceed $100.  And players tell us that Beth Sholom consistently pays out the largest jackpots, which means they like us.  They also tell us we are fair, which I think is high praise.  When I see players around town I am greeted like a long lost friend.  

I will admit there are some players who complain.  Most often the room is too hot or too cold, but some resent their losses.  Sometimes a worker gets miffed at a fellow worker or player.  People are people and nothing is perfect. That is what makes drama.  Overall, however, it is nice to be a part of the “amusement” industry.  I feel kind of like what they call a “cast member” at Disney World.  If you were to visit our Bingo games you would see what a good time the players are having.  But the best feature is that Beth Sholom is getting funding without having to tax, plead, demand, nickel and dime you to death.  It is one of our best features and makes us almost unique among synagogues.

Here’s what all this is leading to….Summer is coming, which means more time and less stress.  It is the perfect time for everyone reading this to volunteer for at least 2.5 hours of working Beth Sholom Bingo.  That is half a night.  Please—we need you now!   Fill out the form below and send it to Beth Sholom, 1011 North Market St. Frederick, MD 21701 or email bethsholomfrederick@yahoo.com  

Bingo Fun Form…

____________________________ is willing to help at least one-half night of Bingo each month.

Circle one:  First Sunday /  Second Sunday /  Third Sunday /  Fourth Sunday

                    First Monday / Second Monday / Third Monday / Fourth Monday

Circle one:  5:30 to 8:00 PM /  7:30 to 10:00 PM

Many thanks, Andy Carpel

