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Happy New Year!

I was very pleased with the High Holiday services.  For one thing, I got to sit on the Bima, one of the perks of my job.  For another thing, I got to see and greet so many congregants.  Events flowed seamlessly…our talks by Rabbis Kosman and Wiesenberg were thought-provoking and informative, Yizkor was touching, and the Haftorah readings were heartfelt.  There were no major distractions or unplanned surprises.  Even if everything had gone wrong, and we only had that swell new kosher sound system…it would have been enough for us.  On the public relations front, the Frederick News Post ran two wonderful articles about our shul and Rabbi Kosman on the mornings before each holiday.  It was about time our depth and heritage were recognized publicly.  
   Last month’s BOT meeting addressed some of our current issues.  Number one is membership.  It was noted that there were fewer young families at the Rosh Hashanah services.  How do we stop this trend?  We talked about what other shuls are doing and decided to offer free membership for the first year to first-time prospective members.  We believe those who try us for a year will like us.  I announced this change right before the Kol Nidre service.  This move may help membership in the short term.   I am told ten families picked up applications.  

    But in the long term I feel we have made a bold move in the area of education. Last year’s agonizing changes were made to empower congregants.  In my mind the goal was to give parents and congregants a feeling of greater participation in their children’s religious education.  It will be some time for us to see results.   I’m sure we’re on the right track.  It is through our religious school that most new members first become acquainted with Beth Sholom.  Besides the deep importance of teaching Jewish children about their heritage, our school is the deciding factor for most fledgling congregants.  Like O.J.’s lawyer Johnny Cochran (olev h’sholom) might have said, “…if they don’t like the school, they won’t join the shul!”  

    Rabbi Kosman has introduced dancing at the end of the service.  On Yom Kippur I received some very positive comments from some unlikely sources.  People seem to like it, although dancing may not be for everyone.  I like to see people enjoying prayer at our services.  To me, any change that accomplishes that is worthwhile.    

    Changing services has been on the minds of some congregants.  Last month they posted a survey and mailed it to active local members.  Issued by a group of concerned members, it is a sincere attempt to get the views of congregants regarding our religious services.  While we did not authorize this survey, we will be listening to the results at our November meeting.  It may not be within our power to act on the results of such a survey, as religious affairs have traditionally been under the control of our Rabbi….and rightfully so.  Certainly, society has changed a great deal in the last 50 years.  Many feel that what was OK for Bubbe and Zayde are not OK for us and our children.   Just as many people want that “ol’ time religion” practiced by their grandparents.   Most people contend that religious services are not a democratic meeting, flexing and changing at the whim of congregants.   For me, I sometimes wince when even a new tune is introduced in services, but I soon get used to it.  I counsel patience on all fronts.  Again I quote the late Johnny Cochran, “… even if the talis don’t fit, you must not quit.” 

    This last paragraph is a subliminal command for you to come to our gala.  Just like with the Borg, resistance is futile.  But who would want to resist?  This big party will celebrate Beth Sholom’s hardest workers; our building’s tenth year; Rabbi and Carol’s alley naming (AKA the shul’s worst kept secret); delicious kosher delicacies; cool stuff at the silent auction and a tuxedo-ed Marty Ehrlichman’s endearing New York accent.  You will be under the spell of all this enchantment for a low price of $25 per person. If it makes you feel better, we don’t make a dime off this gala.  It will be a wonderful chance to schmooze with old and new friends.  It’s important that all of us be there.  See you November 19th.

Shalom, Andy Carpel  

