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Shalom to all!

    The High Holidays are over and they were a joy to behold!  Our services were beautiful and poignant.  I thought attendance was healthy, not the most people or the least.  I always love to see members dressed up.  One disappointing thing about the 21st century is that nobody dresses up anymore, especially here in Frederick.   If you want to see people looking their best, come to shul on Rosh Hashanah or Yom Kippur.  

    Here are the highlights of this month’s Board of Trustees meeting…. Our new treasurer, Marty Standel, is simplifying the Treasurer’s reports by combining entries in the report only.  This will help us Trustees to better understand those pesky budget reports.  We all nodded our heads simultaneously like contented cows.  

    A small amount of funds was set aside for the alternative service.  If you haven’t attended one, you should. It’s kind of like a class but more fun.  If you are not well versed in Hebrew, it’s OK.  We sit in a “U” shape facing each other. Suzanne Oshinsky leads the tunes, which are upbeat and catchy.  In fact, we will distribute CDs with the prayers sung by professionals, so participants can listen to them and learn the tunes.  Attend our next service Friday, November 3rd and you will enjoy yourself.  This service is like nothing else.  

    The Board of Education needs a new bingo captain.  This is a great opportunity to rub elbows with Beth Sholom’s newest and youngest members. There are only four or five of these special fifth Monday bingos a year.  I have worked a few of these BOE bingos and met some enchanting, energetic young parents.  Most of them are grateful to contribute to their kids’ school by volunteering.  Many more are grateful for the excuse to get out of the house.  If you like to live on the edge, look into becoming a captain of this “rarest” of all Bingos.  Everyone will love you! 

    The Budget and Finance Committee will meet finally on October 26th at 7:15 pm in the Community Center. As a little background, we have collected 31% of our projected revenue. Expenses are running at 26%.  I am told this is normal for this time of year.  We get most of our dues and contributions around the High Holidays.  Kind of like those stores that do 80% of their business around Christmas.  To date, we have collected almost $5,000 from our Rosh Hashanah appeal.  If those aren’t enough numbers for you, we currently have 288 members.  I don’t know how many are paying, but at least they are members.  BTW, the Board would rather have members than money.  I have seen this over and over.  If finances are getting away from you, don’t let that keep you away.  One of the functions of the Board is finding a way for everyone who wants, to avail themselves of our services.  Tune in to the end of our fiscal year next June 30 to see how our adventures in finances play out.  

   Some miscellaneous notes…Our succah, as all succahs, will be dismembered by members soon.  (I love that sentence.)  The Library will be re-catalogued by Denys Louderback and Tina Prensky.  It was just too hard to make the old system work.  Stop by the library some time.  We have some unusual books.  We also voted to begin work on a 2007 Ad Book.  They have been great fund raisers in the past.  And New Year’s Eve Bingo has been abandoned by the Board.  (Say that five times fast.)  

   Sisterhood reported that reservations for breaking the fast after Yom Kippur were only 20. By some serendipitous string of events, all the food got eaten, but at great expense.  So next year we are going to break the fast lightly with delicious snacks instead of a full meal.  No reservations required.  The Long Range Planning Committee is going to meet Halloween evening at 7:30.  Costumes won’t be necessary, but candid talk about our future will be.  

   And a happy New Year to you all.  (
