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The October Board Meeting was squeezed in between the High Holy Days and the Presidential Debates.  In his Torah Vort, Rabbi reminded us that the Ten Days of Awe are a time of extra effort to do mitzvot and repentance and extra prayers.  The Executive Committee reported that it reviewed three requests for reduced dues and fees. The Treasurer reported that General Fund expenses are exceeding income, including donations.  As President, I have become much more aware of our expenses, and have recognized how costly it is to run the day-to-day operations of a synagogue, and even more so at special times like the High Holy Days.  Salaries, utilities, publicity, mortgage payments, books and supplies for our school programs, extra cleaning, extra reorganization of seating in the social hall, printing and copying, extra work for Eileen in the kitchen.  Additionally, Bingo income was low in September and October, probably due to the poor economy as well as some games that were cancelled in October due to the holidays.  We still need more helpers for Bingo.  When we have enough people walking the floor and selling cards and holders, people buy more of them and we make more money.

The Fundraising Committee reported on the receipts from the High Holiday Appeal, Yizkor, and High Holiday ticket sales.  I am updating that report in this column.  As of October 29, the High Holy Day Appeal raised $7,111.00, Yizkor donations totalled $4,344.00, and High Holy Day ticket sales brought in $6,023.00.  It's not too late to make or add to a donation for the High Holy Day appeal.  We are a bit less than half way to our goal of $18,000.00 and we need everyone's participation to push us to the top. I am usually a shy person, and reluctant to ask anyone for money.  I have only done so for a very few selective causes, and my solicitation for Beth Sholom represents my recognition that Beth Sholom Congregation is an important part of our lives, our religious and spiritual lives, our family and community.  We really need to help support the Synagogue in order to maintain all the essential services it provides, and also in order to have the funds to invite rabbis to come as Shabbat scholars and to build up funding for a new rabbi's salary, so that we can be prepared for Rabbi Kosman becoming our Emeritus Rabbi at the beginning of 2010.

 

The Religious Affairs Committee reported that High Holy Day services went smoothly and well.  The House Committee updated us on issues related to repairs at Rabbi Kosman's house and the potential addition of a ramp for the handicapped on the front of the Community Center.  The cost for the ramp would be $2,500.  We can only accomplish the building of the ramp at this time if someone is willing to donate the funds for this project.

The Membership Committee reported that two events were held in September for or including new and prospective members, the Congregational Picnic and a dessert and informational evening.  Purchase of a mailing list, postage and printing of postcards turned out to be very expensive, and we will be using newspaper advertising more for future events, with some more limited targeted mailings and phone calls. The post cards had a very beautiful photo of a stained glass window in the Community Center, They are being made into cards which will be for sale in our gift shop.

The Gala Committee reported on preparations for the November 15 Gala.  Our Community Center will be transformed into a Theater, and Norma and Morrie Kelsey and Andy Rosenfeld will provide delightful Broadway and Hollywood musical entertainment.  Light appetizers, wine and cheese, and a fabulous array of desserts will be served.  There will be a silent auction, and if you have an item to donate or frequent a local business that you can solicit for a donation of goods or services, please contribute.  We will be honoring all our past congregational presidents, so please come to help thank and honor them for their hard work and tireless dedication to our congregation.

The Youth Committee reported plans for two events, a movie and popcorn night on Oct. 18 and a flag football game after Sunday School on Nov. 16.  Unfortunately, the flag football event had to be cancelled because of a conflicting event.  Sisterhood reported Karen Ashwal is continuing to call Bingo kitchen workers to remind them of their scheduled nights to work.  This is helping to make sure the kitchen is adequately staffed.  The Publicity Committee reported that Ilene will be meeting with the Program Committee (formerly Cultural Enrichment) to provide newspaper publicity for planned events.  Ilene is also working with the Membership committee on publicity. David Hark is working with Ilene and Janet on updating our website. When updates are completed, I am hoping sometime in November to install a survey questionnaire about preferences and concerns in the choice of a new rabbi and information about the various movements in Judaism, as well as about the processes we are using to begin the search for a new rabbi.  All of this is intended to keep everyone informed and give all congregants the opportunity to make their opinions and needs known. 

 

 In Old Business, I reported that I am still exchanging telephone messages with the president of Kol Ami to discuss the possibility of renting the downtown Synagogue to Kol Ami for their Friday evening services, as well as having some shared events, like a Holocaust service and perhaps a Chanukah party, at the Community Center.  Hopefully, now that the holidays are over, we will have more availability to actually meet and talk.  In New Business, Shoresh reported that they are sponsoring a free event at the Weinberg Center on Tuesday, November 18.  The program is called Discovery.  A light dinner is available at 6 p.m. The program begins at 6:45 and includes an outstanding film.

 

Please stay actively involved and let me or other Board members know if you have any concerns that we need to address. 

 

Shalom,

Gayle Bromberg
