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Usually the President’s corner consists of a synopsis of our Board of Trustees meeting plus my opinions in general, divided by Pauline’s need to save pages and printing costs in the Bulletin.  This month is no different….

    First the news….  Michael Kaplan was nominated and elected to our Board of Trustees.  He has a small child in our religious school.   When I called him last week, his wife, Janet, answered the phone.   Before she let me speak to him, I was promising to attend the synagogue wine tasting.   “But I don’t alcohol at all,” I told her.   “Couldn’t you take a bottle of wine to someone as a gift?  You get dinner invitations, don’t you?”   What a salesman!  Needless to say, I was impressed.  

    The High Holidays are on everyone’s minds.  The Religious Affairs Committee is calling members for the many Aliyahs and honors we give.  Don Lachman is sending reminder postcards to his charges.  He says it’s better than trying to reach people on the phone, as he handed me a card.  I have to agree.  Carl Lazerow is lining up ushers for the services.  I have always been asked to usher and for me it was perfect.  I got to greet everyone as they came in and could “yak” with the other ushers, the people going out, and the security guards. “Shushing” the noisy children was just icing on the cake.  I miss being an usher, but it’s time to give others a chance.   

    Hurricane Katrina was on everyone’s mind.  Congregations in Biloxi and New Orleans have been destroyed.  We have observed pleas for help on the Internet.  Beth Sholom will do the following: Profits from the Hi-Def TV raffle will be donated…. We’ll make a plea for donations to hurricane victims as part of our High Holidays appeal…I asked an open minded G’Mach Committee to send a substantial donation and we will enlist involvement by our Teen Club.  This terrible tragedy occurred in a part of the South where there is a surprisingly large Jewish community.  It seems almost everyone at Beth Sholom has a connection with the Gulf Coast. 

    Our Treasurer reminded us of the shortfall in the budget, but was optimistic that High Holiday collections will loosen cash flow.   For all synagogues, Yom Kippur and Rosh Hashanah are like Xmas and New Year’s…duh!!!  

    The Board of Education had a “back to school” picnic that was well attended and very upbeat.  Even the food was great.  Teachers were introduced, questions were answered, presentations were made and kids behaved…NOT!!!.  What more could you ask for? 

    Sisterhood put some new equipment to use in serving Bingo players.  Little things like a popcorn machine and another microwave, but they made a big difference to the people working the kitchen.  Sisterhood is also asking for older teens to help out in the kitchen during Bingo.   The rush during the breaks can be frightening.  Good food takes time to prepare.  Our fresh egg salad should be entered at the Great Frederick County Fair.  It is uncommonly good.  Sisterhood has some success with seasonal Jewish New Year’s cards, all drawn by Beth Sholom students.  They are creative and colorful.   So this month Sisterhood is a real bright spot.

    The synagogue Gala is still on track for November 19, the Saturday before Thanksgiving. We will be celebrating our tenth year in our Community Center building.  How did we ever exist without it?   However, the downside of having a ten-year-old building was dredged up by the House Committee.  A new roof is being installed…not cheap.  Also, the air conditioning is giving us “shpil-kes.”  We replaced the AC in the kitchen (again, not cheap) and now the chapel is on the fritz.  Of course, this summer was as hot as blazes.  And what did people do before air conditioning? So I, for one, am grateful for AC even if it needs replacing.  I guess things like these wear out fast in a commercial building.  But if it were a ten-year-old house, you can bet I’d be “hockin’” the contractor. 

    The BOT is talking about commissioning a second tree of life.   Sid Kandel left wall space for one and the whole BOT wants one.  The artwork is an heirloom for our future members to cherish, just as we cherish the memorials in our 2nd Street shul. They are a beautiful way to map families and mitzvahs in Beth Sholom.  Some lucky member will have the honor of donating the tree itself, just as Sid and his family did ten years ago. In addition to being a work of art, our Beth Sholom Tree of Life is a great fundraiser.  Oy, I’m “kvelling!” 

    Those are the highlights of September’s meeting.  We are entering my favorite time of year, Rosh Hashanah.  The hot weather softens, everyone is “dressed to the nines” and feeling good.  We break fast with friends, stay home from work and school, enjoy services, visit relatives and kibbitz.  Shurron and I love it!!!  Looking forward to kibbitzing with you and yours. 

 Shalom, Andy

