Shalom everyone!

Here are highlights from the last Board of Trustees meeting:
    The Board of Trustees has suffered two resignations this past month, but before the hand-wringing begins, we have accepted the nominations for replacements already.  Richard Stern resigned as Treasurer; and Terri Weinstein resigned as a member of the BOT.  The Treasurer’s position has been assumed by Marty Standel, who has the financial training needed for such a job.   Terri’s replacement is Ilene Liszka, who is known to many as a tireless volunteer and regular attendee of services.  We welcome them both.  The Executive Committee considered many dues reductions due to hardship.  In all cases, if people wished to remain members they got their wish.  

    The rest of the meeting was business as usual: broken air conditioners, ants in the bathrooms and a leak in the roof.   Bet Midrash, the Jewish Sunday school that was going to rent the Second Street shul, has disbanded.  They have asked to send interested students to our School.  We are sorry they disbanded but delighted to accept the new students.
    New members are being welcomed by Morrie and Norma Kelsey with flowers, a cookbook, a calendar, a directory, and a personal visit.  If you would like to assist them, call Pauline.  Sisterhood is looking for Oneg sponsors for November and later.   No Gala this year. Instead there will be a Shabbat dinner on Friday, December 1, catered by that great cook, Eileen Marcus.  Awardees will be recognized at services that same night.  It’s been a tough year and we are looking for more of a low-key affair.  Meanwhile, we are still looking for a chairperson for December 16th’s Chanukah party.  So coat your stomach and volunteer. Latkes anyone?  

     Bingo is canceled for the two weekends on which the High Holidays fall.  A New Years Eve Bingo is proposed to make up for the short fall.  Dick Clark, eat your heart out! 
     Pauline reported that Beth Sholom is being canvassed by the Israel Emergency Campaign. Donor information has been in the past three Bulletins.  We have raised practically nothing for them.  It’s embarrassing but we have raised very little for ourselves as well. 

    At the end of the meeting Rabbi gave us his take on the religious challenge by the local Imam and the Frederick News-Post.  Since the article appeared, the Pope has kindly stepped in and taken the heat off Rabbi Kosman.  Good work Your Holiness!
   Rosh Hashanah is here and I am going to apply the Anglo custom of making a New Year’s resolution in regards to all things Beth Sholom.  I am going to try to answer my most frequently asked questions as shul President. 
     First question, when is my term over?  Answer:  June of ’08.  Now I have a question for you.  Whazza matter?  Can’t you wait?

     Second, is the congregation being sued?  Answer:  No.  However, a claim is being made against our insurance company for an enormous sum of money.  In my opinion, and that of the insurance company, the claim is frivolous and will not be enforced.  

     Third, when is Rabbi Kosman going to retire?  I can’t answer that.  He loves his job and he is still good at it.  Rabbi is an excellent teacher.  In the past three months I have awarded chumashim to over a dozen B’nai Mitzvah.  I am going broke from just buying the B/Mitzvah cards at CVS.  Hashem help me if I had to buy a gift for each of them.  All these students read their haftorahs in fine fashion.  That doesn’t happen by accident--someone taught them.  Remember, Rabbis are teachers and ours is a great one. He keeps us from being stuffy and self-righteous (I grew up in a shul like that).  I cannot say I always agree with him, but he makes my job as President stimulating and fun…although sometimes more fun than others.  Oy vey, there I’ve said it!

    See you at services. (
