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    August is the month of the volunteer.  We snagged many for our important shul committees.   The Education Committee will be well served by Sharon Edelstein.  Education had its own board for many years.  Last month we made it a committee reporting to the Board of Trustees.  Sharon was the Chairman of the Education Board for three years so it is only natural that she remain as chair of that committee.  To say that Sharon has administered a lot of change in the shul’s schools is an understatement.  Thanks for staying on Sharon.  

    We have a few more people remaining at their posts.  Garry Cohen will still head the Nominating Committee, Andy Mekelburg stays with Budget and Finance, Jaques Reifman continues on Synagogue Investments and Andy Rosenfeld presses on with Fundraising.  Speaking of fundraising, Andy is planning a spectacular art auction on November 3rd.  Original works of art will be going for bargain prices.  We are all excited about this event.  Ross Galleries of Philadelphia is one of the nation’s most reputable art dealers.  Even if they weren’t, it’s for such a good cause.  Please circle the date and come, whether you plan to buy or not. Remember, man does not live by bread alone. 

     Conrad Adelman is moving to the Big Apple in October and recommended that Richard Haber take his place as chair of the Religious Affairs Committee, so we drafted him.  Congratulations Richard.  Benjamin Fryser has been asked to head the Library Committee.  He has asked for guidelines from the Board regarding our Library.  I plan to discuss it at the next meeting.   

   Bruce Zavos, noted architect and devil-may-care man-about-town will now honcho the House Committee.  He’s been on it long enough.  Sherry Greenfield and Myra Trieber will handle the Public Relations Committee.  Both are in the biz, so they know the buzz.   

    Ken Berkowitz has taken it upon himself to design an easy-to-assemble succoh for our shul. He is donating all design and labor.  Material will cost $525.  The beauty of his design is that it will be easy to build.  Donna and Roger Strong have donated the funds for our past ten Succohs, costing that much each year.  We are now looking for someone to donate Ken’s materials cost.  What a mitzvah.  How I long for those outdoor kiddushes in the frosty autumn air.  Pass me another ear of Indian corn. Did I tell you what P.T. Barnum said about Succohs? * 

    Rosh Hashanah is coming up very early this year.  The first night is September 12th.  It seems to be catching everyone by surprise.  I look forward to seeing the congregation all decked out and praying together in our beautiful sanctuary.  It’s a thrill to sit up on the bema, easily the best part about being the shul President.  I’ve had a tumultuous year, but G-d got my family and me through it.   Wait, I say that every year.  It seems the things I worry about rarely become problems.  What I don’t worry about become problems.  Maybe there’s a connection.  I’m getting a headache.  I’d  better lie down.  See you in shul.  

Andy Carpel

* PT Barnum said, “There’s a succoh born every minute!” 

