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by Gayle Bromberg
gaylebromberg@yahoo.com
With our Religious School and Congregational Picnic and the start of the school year, for many of us this is a time of getting back together with fellow congregants we have not seen for awhile and getting back to the routines of Synagogue attendance and participation. I look forward to seeing everyone and getting to know the newer and younger families I have not met.  

 

The Board of Trustees and several committees have been working hard over the summer to prepare for the High Holy Days season and the coming year.  The Membership Committee is working on  buying a list of all Jewish residents of Frederick County and creating a new brochure about Beth Sholom and all our services, organizations, committees, clubs, and resources.  Additionally, they are working on helping new members meet other Congregants and become involved and integrated into our Synagogue family. One fun way to spend time with other Congregants will be coming up on January 4.  Sharon Edelstein has arranged to purchase discount group tickets to the Wizard's game for their Jewish Community Day.

The House Committee reported  that they are arranging to repair the roof  and replace the roof air conditioner of the downtown Synagogue.  Pauline Horn reported that we have the most complete staffing we have ever had for the Religious School, with a Specials (Music, Art, Dance) teacher, Hebrew tutors, and some excellent computer programs for our students.  Since the High Holy Days begin in October this year, we have some time in the early part of the school year to teach the younger children about the holidays before they occur.  We are ready to begin the Youth and Family Shabbat Morning Services in September, and preparations are underway for Women's Rosh Chodesh Minyons, which will be held quarterly.  After discussion of a motion made by Robert Strong, the Board agreed to e-mail approved minutes of our monthly meetings to any member who would like to receive them.  This is a step towards keeping Congregants informed of the issues the BOT is working on.  We will be working on putting more systems in place to improve open communication between the Board and members as the year goes on.  These systems may include adding more sophistication to our website.  Anyone with the expertise and inclination to help with this is encouraged to volunteer. 

 

We are working hard.  For now, we're getting ready to welcome back the teachers, children, adults and families who fill our Community Center with the vibrancy of Community.  For the longer term, we are beginning to lay the groundwork for open dialogue and preparation for the transitions ahead.

 

Shalom,

Gayle Bromberg

 

